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FEATURED FROM THE BACKUS-PAGE HOUSE MUSEUM COLLECTION 

Do you recognize this artifact from the museum collection? 

SIGNS OF CHANGE 

Visitors to the Backus-Page House may notice a recent update to our site signage. It was time to replace our 
original museum sign, pictured here in the early days along with some old familiar faces. 

We' d love for you to drive by and see our new addition so we've included a cropped photo that' s a bit of a 
teaser. For those who live too far to visit, don't worry we' ll be sure to feature the whole sign in a later issue! 
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T~:E ~.Ea/VS:EN'T'I~L 
Backus-Page House Museum, P. 0. Box 26, 29424 Lakeview Line, Wallace/own. Ontario 

···il: BACK US-P .t\GE ~~··· 
HOUSE MUSEUM 

Winter Issue 2011 

FROM THE DESK OF THE BOARD PRESIDENT 

It has been a very interesting year. The weather this spring was the wettest in 25 years, the summer 
very hot. The fall was OK and November almost the nicest month of the year. We know what December 
brings and it does not do any good to complain. I hope that when you read this in mid-late December, we 
will not be hip deep in snow. I have found that as I grow older my tolerance for cold has decreased, but I am 
looking forward to walkjng the trails in the park this winter (with my dog Cato). With fresh snow on the 
ground, it is beautiful back there. I urge you to get out and enjoy this feature of the park. 

The successful operation of the Backus-Page House Museum is the result of hard work by many 
people, too many to mention individually. THANK YOU ALL, VERY MUCH. This beautiful site could not 
function without the efforts of each and every one of you. 

I urge you to drive by the museum soon and see the two additions to the property. The first thing you 
should see will be the new site sign. The original signage had served admirably for a number of years but 
was beginning to show its age. Weathered by the elements and battered by the winds that regularly rise up 
over the bluffs, the sign had become a little " rough around the edges,. In conjunction with our new museum 
branding program, a motion was accepted by the board to update the property signage. The Marketing and 
Fundraising committee researched several designs that incorporated our new brand and logo. Inspi red by the 
new sign in front of St. Peter's Church, board representatives approached the manufacturer (Ed the Sign 
Guy) to explore the possibility of contracting a similar project. A design was voted on and after utility line 
locates were performed ,the Backus-Page House Museum site and the Tyrconnell Heritage Society 
welcomed the addition of a beautiful new sign. As I have already noted, the new sign is not the only change 
to the site landscape. The Tyrconnell Heritage Society has been a member of the Elgin Oxford Norfolk 
Museum Association of Curators and Directors for many years. In conjunction with that orgaruzation, the 
Society has opted to take part in the EON Association 's barn quilt block project. Completion of the project 
is slated for early 2012. Our site has the distinction of being the location for the first installation. Be sure to 
stop by to check out our barn quilt block. It is big and colourful, and sure to brighten up a drab winter's day. 

Finally, I have to inform everyone that my term as President will end at the AGM in February 2012. 
It has been a rewarding and enlightening experience. 1 would like to thank all the board members and 
volunteers for their assistance and support over these two years. 1 have learned a lot about how our 
organization works and the challenges we face. I will try to pass this on to the new President. 

I cannot over emphasize the importance of having input from the membership of the THS. We very 
much need the thoughts and ideas you have about what we do and how we do it or even how we could be 
better. The board is on I y 14 people; there are more than l 00 of you out there with many good ideas. Talk to 
board members or a member of the various committees; better yet become a member of a committee. 

Best Wishes for a safe and Merry Christmas. 
Patrick Mooney 
President- Tyrconnell Heritage Society 
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• BYGONE DAYS: January 1954 

ST. THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL COUECTION 
Courtesy of the Elgin County Archives. 

Entertaining members of the West Elgin Women's Institutes at their annual Winter Picnic in 
January,1954, at West LOme Community Hall, were a group of school children from Tyrconnell 
who performed two chOral numbers during the afternoon. 

Pictured front row, from left - Bob Campbell, Dick Marcus. David Page, Eugene Mann, Marilyn 
Pap, Elaine Pearce, Mary Cross. Carol Woolley, and Mrs. Gertrude Page. Back row - Mrs. D. 
Todd, Bob Page. Ronald Campbell, Mary Manchester, Betty Campbell, Sharon Jacques. Ann 
Griffiths, Elaine Walters. Mrs. D. Todd accompanied the children and was responsible for 
aJTallging a~ directing the numbers. • 

Anyone with informatiQIJ on this photQgraph or to request a reprint, please ca/1519-63.1-1460 ext 
154. To view or comment on this photograph. visit the Archives' flickr site: http:/ lbit.lylcP3YCX 

-



.--... 

.-.... 

_I QE~E A ~I. MEMBER OF WHAT GROUP: (when, were, why, offices) 
w~ wr- ~a~~-
,~~ ~frl-- 70 ~~ ~ f4_ 



ST. TiiOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 201 

lOcalnews· • 

• WOMEN'S INSTITUTE: 17·people in all turned out 

Euchre played 
at pot. luck 

KATHY MINNEMA 
For the Times-Journal 

The Wallacetown Women's 
Institute hosted a pot-luck 
lunch and progressive euchre 
card party on Jan. 5 at the South 
Dunwich Community Hall. 

thui-Sday, Janilary 19, 2012 • Ch~oiticle 7 

Wallacetown W.l. 
hostS. potluck and 
euchre card party 
Wallacetown Women's Minn 

ema. 
Institute News A brief meeting was held 
Kathy Mlnnema . after lunch. Lette~:s will be 

The Wal.Uu;etown Wom
en's Institute hosted a pot
luck lunch and progressive 
Euchre card party on Tan. 5 
at the South Dunwtch Com
munity Hall at noon. Con
venors were Ruth Rueger 
and Doris Barber. There 
were 10 guests and seven 
members present. Lucky 
draw winners were Rick 
Lackey, Alice Plain, A,nna 
Downham, Shirley Long
hurst, Joe VanNuland, 
Lohle Lackey and Kathy 

sent out futour lOOth Anni
versary celebration in July. 
Our next winter Picnic will 
be held on Feb. 22 at the 
South Dunwich Commu
nlW hall at noon. 

1he resulf6 for the Euchre 
card party were. Men's 
hjgh --Toe Van Nuland; 
Men's lone band -- Pat 
Waite; Men's low -- Anna 
Downham; Ladies high -
Jean Van Nuland; Ladies 
lone band -- Shirley Long
hurst; Ladies low -- Helen 
Small. 

Conveners were Ruth Rue
ger and Doris Barber. There 
were 10 guests and seven 
members present. Lucky draw 
winners were Rick Laclcey, 
Alice Plain, Anna Downham, 
Shirley Longhurst, Joe VanNu
land, Louie Lackey and Kathy. 

MJnnema. 
Abriefmeetingwasheldafter 

lunch. Letters will be sent out 
fo.r our lOOth anniversary cele
bration ln July. Our next winter 
picnic will be held on Feb. 22 at 
the South Dunwicb Commun
ity hall at noon. 

Theresultsfortheeuchrec:t; 
party were as follows: me 
htgh, Joe Van Nuland; m 
lone hand, Pat Waite; m 
low, Anna Downham; ladJ~s 
high, Jean Van Nuland; ladJGS 
lone hand, Shirley Longhui~1' 
ladies' low, Helen Small. 

Coming Events 

POTLUCK 
LUNCH 

Thursday, Jan. 5, 
2012, Wallacetown 
Women's Institute an· 
nual potlud< lunch and 
euchre card party. 
South Dunwfch Haff, 
Walla.cetown at 12 
noon. for more Infor
mation please call 
5 19-762·3629 or 
519·762-3118, every
one Is welcome. 





Sally Mcintyre was born on April 22nd, 1944 in Brighton England 
Moved to Gosport Hampshire where I attended Grove Road all 
Girls School; I left school at 15 and became a hairdresser for 5 
years at a shop called Mason Charles~ When my Mother died in 
1964 I moved to Worthing Sussex where I bought my own 
Hairdressing shop called Sally Ann and ran it untill 1968. 
I married in 1968 and moved to Canada in 1969 and lived in 
London and then moved to Wallacetown. 
I have 2 children Greg married to Kelly and 2 grandkids Lauren 
and Logan and Michele married to Ben 
I got remarried in 1985 to John and have 4 step children and also 

9 other grandchildren and we now live in Dutton 
I worked in Dutton for 17years at Enterprise as bookkeeper and 
retired in 1995 and am loving every minute of it. 
I became a W .I Member in 1976 in Wallactown where I am still a 
member. Over the years I have met some wonderful people and 
have taken a lot of courses. I were President 2 times, a District 
President for 3 years and also a P.R.O for the London Area. 
My interests are golfing, curling, knitting, traveling volunteering 
and grandparenting. 

~ lo _g~ mJ.d.r,£.e . 
y r .2§>// 
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Bobier Villa Cancer Tea 
Saturday April 14th 20 1 2 

9.30- 11.30 am 

Wallacetown W.I and West Lome W. I. 
Will set up and Work in Kitchen 8.3.0 - 10.30 

Shedden W.l. 
Work in kitchen 

2 people from each W.l. are needed 

10.30- 11 .30 
3 people are needed 

Kingsmill Mapleton W. I. and Crinan W. 1. 
Serve Tea and Coffee 9.30-10.30 

I person from each W .I. needed 

Clachan W.l and Yarmonth Glen 
Server Tea and Coffee 10.30-1130 

I person from each W.l.needed 

Middlemarch W.I and Boxhall W.I. 
Work on Bake table 9.30- 11.30 

Cowal W.I. 
White Elephant Table 9.00 11.30am 

Lelon Lawrence Will look after the draw 

Will all Institutes please bring a loaf cut and butter? 
Please bring donations to the Bake table vegetables and preserves are all 
welcome 

Helen VanBrenk Sally Mcintyre 
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M arian Duncanson's welcoming smiie 

accompanied a kind and gentle spirit 
that touched countless people throughout 
her lifetime. 

In addition to her passion for travelling 
and commitment to her faith, Marian was 
dedicated to helping others. She supported 
many humanitarian causes, yet Marian's 
greatest gift was the compassionate care she 
provided to hundreds of patients throughout 
her thirty-year career in Nursing. 

To help her hospital champion quality health 
care in the future, Marian placed a Bequest in 
her Will. 

Thanks to Marian, doctors and other health 
care professionals at the St. Thomas Elgin 
General Hospital will have innovative life
saving equipment to provide the best care 
possible - to hundreds more. 



Februarr 22•d, 2012 

Wallacetown Hall- Hwy.# 3 
(Chair Lift available) 

POT LUCK LUNCH- AJ~ I~P· 'n1 
(bring your own plates & cutlery please) 

.......... ifOONIE TABLE.........,. 
(EVERYONE PLEASE BRING AN ITEM) 

Hosted by Wallacetown & 
Shedden W.l. 

-
~ring a friend for a great da1 nnnn 

For Home ~ C-ountr1 

~.....,.., 



ST. THOMAS TIMES-JOURNAL . FRIDAY, MARCH 2, 2012 

• WOMEN'$ INSTITUTE: Healthy eating on agenda 

Winter Picnic held 
in Wallacetown 

For the Times-Journal 

On Feb. 22, members of 
Elgin District Women's Insti
tutes gathered at the Dun
wich Hall in Wallacetown 
for the annual Winter Picnic 
honouring the founding of 
Women's Institute. 

Wallacetown and Shedden 
hosted this ROSE session. 

As a result of the death of 
her son from consumption 

' of unclean mlllc, Adelaide 
Hunter Hoodless (1857-
1910) led a crusade in Ham
ilton to have household sci
ence included in every girl's 
education. 

Mrs. Hoodless spoke 
of this at a meeting of the 
Ontario Farmers' Experi
mental Union and at Erland 
Lee's instigation, assisted by 
his wife Janet, a meeting was 
organized of the women of 
his township, Saitfleet Thus, 

the Women's Institute was 
organized on Feb. 19, 1897. 
Its purpose - better homes 
and a better community life. 

In a skit, members heard a 
portion of the speech given by 
Adelaide Hoodless at Squire's 
Hall in Stoney Creek. As well, 
Cathy McPherson, regis
tered dietitian with Elgin St. 
Thomas Public Health, made 
a presentation on cardio
vascular disease. 

Watching sodium intake, 
body mass index, the HDL, 
LDL and triglyceride levels 
are important. Trans-fa tis the 
worst type of fat a person can 
consume. Whole grain breads 
and foods with Omega-3 are 
very Important. 

Bating fish such as salmon 
or mackerel twice weekly is 
recommended, as Is getting 
30 minutes of physical activ
Ity dally. 
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